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Message from the desk of the SAPP Environmental Sub-Committee (ESC).  
 
The SAPP Sustainability Bulletin in June, 2014 is focusing on Gender Mainstreaming of 
Energy Sector Cooperation in Mozambique – Macomia Pilot-Project on Productive 
Use of Energy  

 

1. Introduction 

In November 2010, EdM, the  Norwegian Embassy in collaboration with ENERGIA International,  developed a targeted and practical gender mainstreaming  

programme for Mozambique. The purpose of this programme is to assist the Government of Mozambique in mainstreaming gender in the energy sector.  

 EDM would manage the programme and integrate it in all its planning and budgeting processes while ENERGIA would provide backstopping. The programme would 

be for a period of three years. 

2.  Funding and Implementation Agency of the Project 
The Project would be financed by Norwegian Embassy and implemented by EDM, with consultancy from Practical Action under ENERGIA International support and  
 would be coordinated by the Ministry of Energy.  
 

3. Background 
It has been realized that there is low consumption of electricity by EDM customers, particularly for productive uses, which undermines the profitability of the EDM.  
This is partly due to lack awareness of the uses of electricity, particularly for productive uses by rural communities especially women. For example, following 
the electrification of Macomia District in 2011, there is only 5% demand of the installed capacity in the area. The project aims at increasing this figure to  
10% by the end of 2014 due to an increase in the number of projects by women in in the district. 

4. Objectives of the Project 

This aims at; 

§ Building capacity within EdM to mainstream gender in new line extensions 
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§ Providing a model for community outreach to be replicated along the national grid throughout the country 

§ Demonstrating that gender mainstreaming creates a situation that benefits both EdM and rural communities 
§ Increasing electrical connections and electricity consumption among rural households, by increasing awareness of benefits of electricity among rural  

communities, particularly women 

§ Demonstrating small scale processing equipment and household appliance 
§ Improving the living conditions of rural Mozambican women through establishment of livelihood projects that are powered by electricity 

5. Expected Results 

The programme is expected to result in; 

§ Increased EdM connections and consumption of electricity by households for income generation and domestic use  
§ Increased use of electricity for cooking to reduce drudgery of women in collecting firewood 
§ Increased productivity time for both men and women 

 
6. Activities carried out so far include;  

 
§  Gender-focused Baseline Study 
§ Training of women community workers  
§ Demonstration of electric appliances and equipment 
§ Capacity building on gender integration at local levels  
§ Setting up of energy service centres operated by women 
§ Raising awareness through media 
§ Two groups of women with 14 and 10 members respectively were trained  as trainers and two Associations were established in  

Macomia, “Associação 7 de Abril” and “Associação 16 de Março”  

§ Construction of buildings that meet the technical requirements and health and environmental requirements 

§ Two containers that consist a set of machines and equipment for production, processing, conservation of agricultural products, fisheries,  

etc., using appropriate technologies and using electrical energy efficiency were installed for demonstration purposes and are managed by women 

§ Inauguration of  Demonstration Centres (DCs) on 20th March 2014which are now in operation 

§ Contracting of a Local Coordinator specifically to help the Women Associations on the operation and administrative issues 

§  monitoring  of the DCs and expansion of the Project to 3 more sites in Macomia  

Fig 1. Women Groups during Training Sessions 
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Some Examples of business type include, but not limited to: 

Refrigeration, Peanut Butter Processing, Entertainment (Music & Video), Water Heating, Sewing Machines, Battery Charging, Cell Phone Charging, Carpentry,  

Hair Treatment and Beauty Palours.  

The figure below shows some of the business running in the DCs.  

 

Fig. 2 Business types   
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Fig. 3 The first group of Women’s Associaton in front of their Busness Centere – “Associação  7 de Abril” 

 

 

   

Fig 4 Some photos during the inauguration of the BCs 
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Fig. 5 Some Business Activities at DCs 
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Conclusion 

Gender mainstreaming project within the energy sector aims to empower women whilst promoting environmental, social and economic sustainability.  

The project will promote productive use of electricity resulting better standards of living for rural communities, The project will increase the number of new  

conections and electricity consumption in the rural areas. This scenerio will see a reduction in the consumption of firewood thereby reducing  CO2 emissions into the 
atmosphere.  

Preliminary results so far indicate an increase in electricity demand by communities withmore requests for new connections.  

As a wayforward it is recommended that there is a need for continous monitoring of DCs activities, identification of three more sites for the expansion of the project  

in Macomia and expand theproject to other provinces in Mozambique. 

REFERENCES: 

Gender and Energy Assessment Mozambique, 2011 

Building Capacity for Gender Mainstreaming of Energy Sector Cooperation in Mozambique, 2012 

 

 

 

 

    Submitted  by Jeronimo Marrime, Electricidade de Mocambique, E.P., Maputo - Mozambique. 
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